EARTH-MOTHER
are finally reduced to dust, and return to the earth.. Her motherhood was in aboriginal America no mere figure of speech, but an article of positive belief.5'39 In their geocentric theory the savage and the theologian were on common ground, while the old animistic belief had curious endorsement by the famous astronomer, Kepler, who, three centuries ago, imagined minds in the planets, and suggested that " the lungs and gills through which the Earth-spirit respired would one day be discovered at the bottom of the sea. He attributed to the restless activity of this spirit the daily motion of the earth ; he considered that it contemplated the heavens, observed the stars, caused the globe to tremble, and to sweat volumes of cold vapour in its terror at the approach of comets." Kepler would have sympathized with the Hindoo belief that the earth becomes angry at the continual trampling of the oxen and the painful gashings of the ploughshare. The same idea lies at the root of the once widespread, and, in modified or symbolic form, not extinct, custom of burying a victim under the foundation,
89 Payne's History of the New World called America, vol. L, p. 464.